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Fresh
Alternative

Subtle plays on color and pattern enliven a new home in Aus
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or a homeowner with nearly all
her children Nedged, this Austin
residence offered the opportunity o
fashion a place tailored to her own
desires while still meeting the needs
of her family, “She’d never really
doved her home and Onally wanted
to invest in creating something
remarkable,” says designer Sara Malek Barney,
who immediately envisioned a sophisticated but
welcoming mix of colors, patterns and textures,
“Tt was a sea of white,” the designer recalls of her
first visit. However, she didn't want to paint it out
completely, opting instead to leave enough open
space for a perpetually fresh and uncluttered feel.
With the ground foor essentially a great room
caombining open living, kitchen and dining arcas,
Barney began by deflining each space with varving
shades of blue: Farrow & Ball's deep Hague Blue
for the kitchen cabinetry, a denim-hued banguette
for the dining table and more silvery tones for the
living room sofns, adjoining armchairs and rogs,
The designer was hoping to add complementary
colors when, to her delight, the client revealed a
red contemporary artwork she had brought back
from La Fondation Macght inn France, “From there
we were able Lo bring in warm tones like oranges”
Barney says, pointing to accent pillows as well as
the caramel velvet of the kitchen's counter stools,
Those warm additions harmonize the
furnishings with the natural wood floors and
cabinetry, including the custom units danking
the living room fireplace. The owner eschewed a
television in this space—a media room upstairs
fulfilled that necd—Ileaving no need for concealed
storage, which allowed Barney to lighten things
even more with caned doors. “We didn't think we
could exactly match the floors—and didn't want to
be too matchy-matchy—so the caning breaks up
all the wood,” she explains. Having no television
also allowed tem to incorporate something more
reflined: a striking feather artwork from Natural
Cauriosities. For equally impactful pieces elsewhere,
including the abstract in the fover, Barney worked
with Susannah Morgan of SKM Art Advising.
*The client also liked earthy materials, s0 we
discussed how to layer in antiques and handmade
items as well” continues the designer. To that
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end, you'll find notable pieces including a
hand-hammered iron ladder in the great room
offering o contemporary nod to Southwest style;
a handerafted walnut desk in the office, where
Barney also had local woodworker Jon Parry
build floor-to-ceiling cabinets; and an antique
Chinese bench in the hall leading to the main
bedroom. Patterns, too, enliven every space alomng
the way, “but we didn't want to push it” Barney
notes. Instead, they sought smaller-scale prints
almest appearing as solids from a distance, "We
dicin't want anything too unusual or wild, so

it's dots and stripes for a classic look” she adds.
There is one surprise thowgh: an ink-blot pattern
selected for the cushion in a window seat cleverly
crafted out of an unused arca under the stairs,
Custom elements such as these helped lurther
elevate the interiors.

The residence alse proved a chance for Barney
to introduce the owner to one of her greatest
loves: statement-making wallpaper, “I'1 take
any excuse Lo use il the designer jokes—and
she means il. Not only does it line a downstairs
powder bathroom in the form of a dark and
brooding seascape, it has also taken the laundry
roomm “from blah to beautiful,” describes Barney,
thanks to a fabric-like pattern. And it adds
a colorful punch on the daughter's bedroom
ceiling and inside her bookshelves. Elsewhere,
the designer further flexed her muscles with
impactiul lighting, inding an ultra-modern
pendant by Australion industrial designer
Christopher Boots for the dining area. But
perhaps the most important space is the client’s
main bedroom. “It's hers and no one else’s,” says
Barney, who employed a subdued wash of color
to create an ambience that's feminine without
being girly. And it's also comfortable enough
for the homeowner to enjoy all day if she
desirezs—something she'd never been able to
do in previous bouses.

“We stayed within my client's comfort zone
but pushed her creatively” explains Barney, and
the result is uplifting with plenty of white space
to keep things airy. “A house can also feel homey
without tons of stufl in it she adds. "This is a
new chapter in her life, and everything here
has a purpose” 12
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“We stayed
within my
client’s comfort
zone but
pushed her
creatively.”

-SARA MALEK BARNEY







